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FEurocentricism in International
Relations

Introduction

Eurocentricism refers to the
dominance of Western, particularly
European, perspectives and values
in the study and practice of
International Relations. This
approach assumes that Western
experiences, institutions, and values
are universal and applicable to all
cultures and societies.



Key Features

1. Western Dominance:
Eurocentricism assumes that
Western powers have always been
the dominant actors in international
relations.

2. Universalism: Eurocentricism
assumes that Western values,
institutions, and experiences are
universal and applicable to all
cultures and societies.

3. Orientalism: Eurocentricism often
relies on Orientalist stereotypes and
assumptions about non-Western
cultures and societies.

Impact on International Relations



1. Marginalization of Non-Western
Voices: Eurocentricism marginalizes
the voices, experiences, and
perspectives of non-Western
cultures and societies.

2. Distorted Understanding of
International Relations:
Eurocentricism provides a distorted
understanding of international
relations, ignoring the agency and
experiences of non-Western actors.
3. Legitimization of Western
Hegemony: Eurocentricism
legitimates Western hegemony and
dominance, ignoring the power
dynamics and inequalities that
shape international relations.

Critiques and Challenges



1. Postcolonial Critique:
Postcolonial scholars challenge
Eurocentricism, arguing that it
ignores the experiences and
perspectives of colonized peoples.
2. Non-Western International
Relations Theory: Scholars are
developing non-Western
International Relations theories,
such as Chinese, Indian, and Islamic
approaches, to challenge
Eurocentricism.

3. Decolonization of International
Relations: There is a growing
movement to decolonize
International Relations, recognizing
the diversity of experiences and
perspectives in the field.



Conclusion

Eurocentricism is a pervasive
feature of International Relations,
shaping our understanding of the
field and marginalizing non-Western
voices. However, critiques and
challenges to Eurocentricism are
emerging, offering new perspectives
and approaches to International
Relations.



